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as it is well called at Southwold.1 These kiddles, or kettle-
nets, which were at one time very common along the
shelving shores of the south and east coast and are still in
use, resemble the river weirs; they consist of a more or less
semicircular hedge of stakes and wattles and nets, the
whole of which is covered by the sea at high tide ; as
the water recedes the fish which have swum in over the
top or round the ends of the fence are cut off and im-
pounded.2 This type of net has often been condemned
as very destructive to the fry and small fish, and the
use of kiddles anywhere except along the coast was
forbidden by Magna Carta and many later statutes,
partly because of their destructiveness and partly from
their interference with navigation when used in rivers.3
The existence of flourishing deep-sea fisheries in the
eleventh century is indicated by the entries in Domesday
of herring rents, chiefly in Suffolk and Sussex. Renders
of 4,000 herrings at Brighton, 16,000 at Itford,and 38,500
at Southcase, on the estuary of the Sussex Ouse, occur; 4
while in Suffolk, besides a number of small quantities,
Blythburgh rendered 10,000, Southwold 2,000, and
Beccles and Dunwich 60,000 each.5 In the case of
Kessingland the 22,000 herrings paid are said to be
two lasts and two barrels, and the value of salted herrings
is given as 38$. the last.6 The last was ten thousand, but
as the ' long hundred ' of six score was used the actual
number would be I2,ooo.7 It is curious that Domesday
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3	Rot. Part., i. 475.
4	V. C. H. Sussex, L 366.	5  V. C. H. Suffolk, ii. 289-90.
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